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Monday, 22nd October 2018 – Public Day
08:00 – 09:00

REGISTRATION

Facilitator: Marceline Naudi, WAVE Board

09:00 – 10:00

OPENING SPEECHES

WELCOME

Marceline Naudi

WAVE Board

Stephanie Futter-Orel

WAVE Executive Manager

Maria-Louise Coleiro Preca

President of the Republic of Malta

Partner organisation in Malta

10:00 – 10:30

10:30 – 11:00
11:00 – 12:30

KEYNOTE SPEECHES: Women’s rights are human rights
Christina Olsen

Council of Europe

Yolanda Iriarte

UN Women Europe and Central Asia

Coffee break

SESSION 1: Protecting women’s specialist services from gender neutral policy and practice
Irene Zeilinger

Garance asbl, Belgium – #Mentoo: The challenges of gender neutrality to the
anti-violence movement

Baljit Banga

London Black Women’s Project, United Kingdom – Protecting women’s
specialist services – Key findings from the survey ‘Protecting women’s
specialist services from gender neutral policy and practice’

Albena Koycheva

Attorney at Law, Bulgaria – Gender neutrality and women’s support services.
Challenges and trends in recent developments in Bulgaria

Facilitator: Branislava Vargova, ROSA Centre for battered and lonely women, Czech Republic

12.30 – 13:30

Lunch break

Facilitator: Stephanie Futter-Orel, WAVE Executive Manager

13:30 – 15:00

SESSION 2: Challenges in addressing different forms of sexual violence against women and girls
Lara Dimitrijevic

Women’s Rights Foundation, Malta – Difficulties encountered by women
specialist services in supporting women victims of sexual violence

Tanja Mandić Đokić

Association of Women with Disabilities ‘Nika’, Bosnia and Herzegovina –
Sexual violence experienced by women with disabilities

Kika Fumero

European Lesbian Conference – Sexual violence against lesbian women

Natalia Batenkova

Unizon, Sweden – Big sporting events as driving forces for prostitution and
human trafficking

Facilitator: Ulrike Janz, Gesine Network, Germany

15:00 – 15:30

Coffee break

15:30 – 17:00

SESSION 3: Supporting migrant women and women seeking asylum affected by gender-based
violence
Lucila Granada

Latin American Women’s Rights Service, United Kingdom – Effectively
empowering migrant women

Valentina Pescetti

Differenza Donna, Italy – The Revolution of inclusion: the power and the value
of working with migrant, refugee and asylum-seeking women – generally and
specifically in the Italian political context

Sawsan Salim

Kurdish and Middle Eastern Women’s Organisation, United Kingdom –
Supporting migrant women and girls in building their confidence, responding
to new challenges, overcoming their fears, and realizing their potential

Sylvana Gafa and
Georgiana Zaharia

Women’s Rights Foundation Malta
Project ‘Stronger Together’

Facilitator: Marceline Naudi, WAVE Board

17:00 – 17:15

CLOSING SPEECH
Helena Dalli

17:15

Minister for European Affairs and Equality, Malta

Group Photo

17:45 – 18:45 FRINGE MEETING WAVE STEP UP! CAMPAIGN (SUC Campaigners)
18:00

OPTIONAL EVENT: Tour of St. John’s Co-Cathedral, Valletta

Tuesday, 23rd October 2018 – Public Day
On the second day of the conference, workshops will take place in three sessions, giving participants the possibility to
discuss various aspects of the prevention of violence against women, exchange knowledge/experiences, network and plan
joint actions.
08:00 – 08:45

REGISTRATION

08:45 – 09:00

WELCOME

09:00 – 10:30

SESSION 1

A

Challenging gender neutrality

• Zuzana Vasiliauskaite, Vilnius Moteru Namai Intervention Centre, Lithuania – Overcoming an interpersonal
trauma: The importance of specialized complex help for female victims of DV/IPV

• Baljit Banga, London Black Women’s Project, United Kingdom - Protecting Women’s Specialist Services –
Mapping a Way Forward
Facilitator: Lina Piskernik, WAVE office

B

1

Effectively addressing sexual violence in conflict

• Adriana Bego, Centre for Women War Victims – ROSA, Croatia and Gorica Ivić, United Women Banja Luka,

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sanja Pavlović, Autonomous Women’s Centre, Serbia – Violence against women in
conflict: Justice and compensation for survivors
• Julia Kharashvili, Women’s Information Consultative Center, Ukraine – Sexual violence related to conflict
Facilitator: Natalia Batenkova, Unizon, Sweden
C

D

Successful development of a strength-led needs-based approach in women’s specialist service
provision
• Rebecca Vagi, Standing Together, United Kingdom – Safe at home: how a whole housing approach is meeting the
needs of families in the UK
• Atila Uligaj, Woman to Woman, Albania – Implementation of the SBNL approach in victim support services:
our experiences, achievements and challenges
Facilitator: Katarina Višnar, WAVE office
Best practice examples in supporting children victims of violence

• Shazia Choudhry, Queen Mary University of London, United Kingdom – ‘What about my right not to be abused?’
Domestic abuse and the Family Courts in the UK

• Roseanna MacDonald, Scottish Women’s Aid, United Kingdom – Power up/power down: Children’s views on
improving court-ordered contact

• Sanne Kleijman, VanMontfoort, Netherlands – Developing the ‘Veerkracht’ method: supporting children in shelters
Facilitator: Anca Ciupa, WAVE office

10:30 – 11:00

Coffee break

11:00 – 12:30

SESSION 2

A

Effective collaboration between women’s specialist services and work with perpetrators programmes

• Verena Tadler, Domestic Abuse Intervention Centre Vienna, Austria – Victim-safety oriented work with
perpetrators in Austria

• Lauren Agius, Foundation for Social Welfare Services, Malta – Collaboration between women’s specialist services
and working with perpetrators’ programmes

• Alessandra Pauncz, Work with Perpetrators, Germany – Accountability of perpetrators programmes
Facilitator: Anna McKenzie, Work with Perpetrators, Germany

B

C

Effectively empowering migrant and refugee women who experience violence against
women and girls
• Pamela Kerpius, Migrants of the Mediterranean, Italy/USA – Hidden Women: On finding women migrants to
speak about their abuses faced on the migration route
• Anna Sangaré and Diana Tudorancea, Migrant Women Association, Malta – Mental health service for migrant
women who experience(d) gender-based violence
Facilitator: Stephanie Futter-Orel, WAVE office
European efforts on tackling femicide

• Marceline Naudi, European Observatory on Femicide, Malta –The European Observatory on Femicide
• Elena Dimushevska, National Network to end Violence against Women and Domestic Violence, Macedonia –
Presentation of the conducted analysis on femicide in Macedonia

• Melissa Petrangelo Scaia, Global Rights for Women, Georgia – Developing a valid risk assessment in cases of
domestic violence based on the experience of local victims, research and data
Facilitator: Andrada Filip, WAVE office

D The pivotal role of the health care sector in addressing and preventing violence against
women and girls
• Diana Dulf, Department of Public Health, College of Political, Administrative and Communication Sciences, BabesBolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania – Identifying and reporting of gender-based violence in women’s health
services – The RESPONSE Project
• Hector Pagan, University of Tartu, Estonia – Addressing the Abuse of Older Women via (Healthcare) Policy and
then subtitle: Findings from the WHOSEFVA Project
Facilitator: Kelly Blank, WAVE office

Ò

Tuesday, 23rd October 2018 – Public Day
Ò
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12:30 – 13:30

Lunch break

13:30 – 15:00

SESSION 3

A The importance of data collection in effectively fighting violence against women and girls
• Sarah Davidge, Women’s Aid England, United Kingdom – What we need to collect to enable us to have a Europewide evidence base?
• Barbara Stelmaszek, European Observatory on Femicide, Malta – Beyond homicide. Targeted research into the
killings of women
• Jurgita Peciuriene, European Institute for Gender Equality – Administrative data collection on intimate partner
violence against women. An overview of the situation across the EU
Facilitator: Andrada Filip, WAVE office
B

C

Intersectional forms of violence against women and girls – how specialist support services can
holistically support all women
• Tanja Ignjatović and Vanja Macanović, Autonomous Women’s Centre, Serbia – Multiple discrimination of women
victims of domestic violence
• Indira Bajramović, Roma Women’s Centre, Bosnia & Herzegovina – Effective ways to support women victims of
violence with focus on Roma women
• Beverley Abela Gatt, Malta Gay Rights Movement, and Krista Tabone, Victim Support Malta – Offering support
to lesbian and trans women
Facilitator: Marceline Naudi, WAVE office
Long term empowerment of survivors of violence against women

• Josette Stensen and Emanuela Portelli, Foundation for Social Welfare Services, Malta – The journey from crisis
to independent living

• Anne Kesteloo, Federatie Opvang, and Lianne Piëtte, Xonar Maastricht, Netherlands – The new future: Focussing
on economic independence

• Nicole Hauspurg, Vital Voices, USA – The nexus of leadership & human rights: Empowering victims as survivors
Facilitator: Katarina Višnar, WAVE office

D

Prevention of violence against women and good practice examples

• Irene Zeilinger, Garance asbl, Belgium – What works in preventing VAWG. Reducing violence against women and
girls through feminist self-defence

• Brenna Jessie, Scottish Women’s Aid, United Kingdom – One thousand words: changing understandings of
violence

• Maria Mangion and Svetlana Buttigieg, Foundation for Social Welfare Services, Malta – Over-exposed and
under-prepared: Prevention of online violence against women and girls
Facilitator: Stephanie Futter-Orel, WAVE office

15:00 – 15:45

PRESENTATION of the three main outcomes of each workshop

15:45 – 16:15

Coffee break

16:30 – 18:30

WAVE GENERAL ASSEMBLY – WAVE Members only

19:30

WAVE Party

Wednesday, 24th October 2018 – WAVE Members Only
8:00 – 9:00

MEETING of the newly elected WAVE Board

9:00 – 11:00

ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

11:30 – 12:00

Coffee break

11:30 – 13:30

ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

13:00 – 14:00

Lunch break
This conference has been made possible with the generous support of:

With financial support
from the Rights, Equality
and Citizenship Programme
of the European Union

SPEAKERS’ BIOGRAPHIES – 20th WAVE Conference
Maria-Louise COLEIRO PRECA is the ninth
President of the Republic of Malta. Coleiro
Preca served in Parliament for sixteen years.
Within the Labour Party, she served as a
member of the National Executive, Assistant
General Secretary and General Secretary, occupying the latter post between 1982 and
1991. Coleiro Preca is the first-ever, and only
woman who, to date, occupied this important elected position
at the highest echelon of a Maltese political party. Coleiro Preca was also President of the Socialist Women’s Group, member
of the National Bureau of Socialist Youths, founder member of
Ġuze Ellul Mercer Foundation, as well as editor of the newspaper, il-Ħelsien. Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca served as a Member
of Parliament in the House of Representatives between 1998
and 2014. In the General Elections of 2008 and in 2013 she
was the first candidate to be elected to the National Parliament. Marie-Louise Coleiro Preca was a member of the Parliamentary Committee for Social Affairs and a member of the
Parliamentary Committee for the Family, and a member of the
Parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee. She also served in
the Parliamentary delegation to the Council of Europe and on
various committees within it.
Helena DALLI was appointed minister for
European Affairs and Equality on the 3rd of
June 2017. First elected to Parliament in 1996,
she served as Parliamentary Secretary in the
Office of the Prime Minister between 1996
and 1998. She was subsequently re-elected
to Parliament in 1998, 2003, 2008, 2013 and
2017 – making Dr. Dalli’s experience in the
Maltese Parliament one of the longest, held by a woman in
Maltese politics and the only woman to be elected from two
districts in the interest of the Labour Party. During the 2013–
2017 legislature she was minister for Social Dialogue, Consumer Affairs and Civil Liberties. Under her direction the Government introduced several laws and policies to strengthen the
equality and human rights framework placing Malta among
the first in Europe in this field. Helena Dalli holds a PhD in Political Sociology and lectures in Economic and Political Sociology,
Public Policy, and Sociology of Law at the University of Malta.
In 2016 Minister Dalli was the first Maltese nominee and winner of the European Diversity Award for her work in human
rights and equality at the local and international level.
Baljit BANGA was born in London, England
and moved to Canada where she lived for
20 years and completed her first degree at
York University receiving a Bachelor of Arts
in Political Science and Development Studies
focusing on international and comparative
policy and development politics in post-colonial and Latin American and Caribbean
context. Her second degree, a Masters of Science, was completed in Edinburgh Scotland focusing on housing policy and
research. Baljit’s professional life has been involved in and
dedicated mostly to policy research and practice specifically
gender policy, women’s human rights, and how official state
policy can impact upon women’s equal representation, access
to resources and opportunity and citizenship rights. When she
began working in Canada in 1987 she was involved in research
practice looking at the effects of Canadian Immigration Policy
on Migrant Women. She followed this up with a more detail
analysis of the intersectionality between gender, immigration and employment. Baljit became Director of London Black
Women’s Project (formerly Newham Asian Women’s Project) in
2007. She is now pursuing a doctorate at the University of Bath
Institute for Public Policy Research.
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Natalia BATENKOVA works as a Project Coordinator for the SAfE project that Unizon
runs in Russia together with the organisation MÄN (former Men for Gender Equality).
She has an academic background in International and European Relations and has been
working with women and girls subjected to
men’s violence (both in intimate relationships and in prostitution, pornography and human trafficking)
as well as with violence prevention for several years.
Lara DIMITRIJEVIC graduated as Doctor
of Laws in 2008 and has specialized in the
field of family law and human rights. Lara
is founder and director of Women’s Rights
Foundation and has been actively advocating
for women’s rights. Lara is currently a representative on the European Women’s Lobby
‘Observatory of Violence against Women’ on
behalf of Malta Confederation of Women Organizations and a
member of the Commission of Domestic Violence (Malta).
Kika FUMERO is a trainer on gender and
LGBTI diversity issues focused on education,
LGBT public policies and social environments.
She is a feminist and LGBTI rights activist,
and holds a Master’s Degree in “Gender studies and politics of gender equality” at University of La Laguna (Canary Island). Kika Fumero and Marta F. Herraiz conducted a research
about lesbian women that had more than 5,000 participants in
the Spanish version of the questionnaire and more than 1,500
participants in French version. The conclusions were presented at the Madrid World Pride 2017 and at the 1st European Lesbian* Conference in Vienna. Said results have been collected
and published in a recent book titled “Lesbianas, así somos”
(“Lesbian, that's the way we are”).
Stephanie FUTTER-OREL is passionate about fighting Violence Against Women and has a Master’s degree in Political
Science from the University of Vienna as well as a Master’s degree in Development Management from the London School
of Economics. Austrian by birth, she has lived
in London for the past 9 years and worked
for over 7 years in women’s specialist organisations dedicated to fighting Violence
Against women (frontline roles as well as
Senior Management). She was responsible
for a wide range of direct support services
to women who experienced domestic and/or
sexual abuse (DA/SA) including e.g. advice and advocacy, shelters, counselling services, representation of survivors in the
criminal justice system, helplines, group programmes, awareness raising about DA/SA in the health care sector, prevention work with young people and specialist support services
for women with complex needs, trafficked women and those
from minority backgrounds. She has also volunteered for several community projects dedicated to empowering women
and young people around the world amongst others in Brazil,
India, Bolivia, Portugal, etc. Stephanie joined the WAVE Office
in June 2017.
Lucila GRANADA is a migrant woman from Argentina and
the director of the Latin American Women's Rights Service
(LAWRS), a feminist organisation run by and for Latin American
women in the UK. LAWRS directly supports
5,000 women every year through specialist
services tackling violence against women
and girls, in-work poverty, severe exploitation, and trafficking. Working jointly with over
30 organisations, LAWRS is leading the #StepUpMigrantWomen UK campaign, which
seeks to secure safe reporting of crime to the
police for migrant women with insecure immigration status.
Lucila has a background in community development, has led a
coalition of 14 Latin American NGOs to achieve official recognition as an ethnic group in London, and has completed a PhD
on migration, language, and ethnic identity.
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Yolanda IRIARTE has over 20 years of broad
management experience in policy formulation, development strategies, planning/
budgeting, programming and monitoring of development and humanitarian aid
programmes, in various regions including
South and Central America (Oxfam International, Action Aid), and North and East Africa (DFID, Spanish Aid and UN Women). Over the last fifteen
years, Yolanda has been engaged in women’s rights and gender equality, with a special focus on strengthening institutional
accountability for gender equality within multiple sectors, ending violence against women and girls, and humanitarian action.
She assumed her current position as Programme Manager of
the regional initiative “Ending violence against women in the
Western Balkans and Turkey: Implementing Norms, Changing Minds” after having served as Resources Mobilization and
Partnership Consultant to UN Women ECARO (2016), Strategic
Partnerships Advisor for UN Women Ethiopia (2013 & 2014),
and Gender Equality Adviser for UN Women Palestine (20182011). Prior to that she managed IPPF and UNFPA advocacy
programme on sexual and reproductive health and rights in
South Europe (2002–2005).
Tanja MANDIĆ ĐOKIĆ is a sociologist and
consultant on vulnerable social group issue.
She graduated from the Faculty of Philosophy in Banja Luka, Department of Philosophy
and Sociology in 2006. In 2012 she defended her master’s thesis on “The Social determinants of the quality of life of women with
disabilities” at the Faculty of Political Science,
University of Banja Luka, BH. As a certified trainer for introducing disability issues in local politics and consultant for vulnerable social group issues, she was in the group of initiators of
the first Local Action Plan to improve the living conditions of
people with disabilities in Banja Luka. Together with a group of
activists, in 2015 she organized the First Conference of Women
with Disabilities in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and in 2016 they
founded the Association of Women with Disabilities “Nika”,
where she is currently in charge.
Marceline NAUDI has been a WAVE Board
Member since 2014 and was awarded her
doctorate in 2004 from the University of
Manchester (UK). A social worker by profession, her practice (in England, Ireland and
Malta) has comprised work with various client groups including survivors of domestic
violence. She has been lecturing full-time at
the University of Malta since 1994 on social work and anti-oppressive issues such as gender issues, violence against women,
LGBT and race issues etc. She has represented Malta in both
EU and Council of Europe negotiations (including CAHVIO) and
has been invited to speak as a European expert in various EU
and Council of Europe Conferences. She has contributed to
research and reports for several EU projects and Institutions,
such as FRA and EIGE, on the issues of race, LGBT, gender and
violence against women. Further, she is active locally in the
issues of race, gender, violence against women/domestic violence and lesbian and gay rights. Since May 2015, Marceline is
a member of the GREVIO committee, which monitors the implementation of the Istanbul Convention – in September 2017,
she was elected as first vice-president of the GREVIO. She is
also the Scientific Coordinator of the European Observatory
on Femicide.
Albena KOYCHEVA is a practicing lawyer
litigating cases for protection of victims of
gender based violence, women’s rights and
children’s rights; activist involved in drafting the legislation for protection against
domestic violence in Bulgaria; expert in the
monitoring and analysing the implementation of the Law of Protection against Domestic Violence; consultant and lecturer on various legal aspects of the prevention and protection against GBV and DV
in many training events for lawyers, judges, police and other

experts and practitioners, and a lecturer in the Women’s Human Rights Training Institute, and its Co-Director. She is also
a member of the board of the Bulgarian Gender Research
Foundation and a member of board of WAVE (elected in 2017).
Valentina PESCETTI has been working
against gender-based violence since 1992.
She has been actively involved as a Gender
Advisor in more than 62 projects in Italy,
France, Serbia, Montenegro, Russia, Byelorussia, UK, Ireland, Egypt, Central America,
South America, Africa, Asia, Palestine, USA.
She has been cooperating with Differenza
Donna since 1998 and she is the Project manager of a REC-EU
project against FGM and she is appointee of women empowerment processes, with a special focus on migrant, refugee and
asylum-seeking women. She is also an expert in inclusion (as
well for women with disabilities) and trainer in non-formal education methodologies to foster participation, team building,
burn out prevention, socio-educational works, non-formal education methodologies.
Christina OLSEN is a member of the Secretariat of the Monitoring Mechanism of the
Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women
and Domestic Violence (so-called Istanbul
Convention) since 2017. As such, her duties
consist of assisting the Group of Experts on
Action against Violence against Women (GREVIO) and the Committee of the Parties in evaluating states
party’s implementation of the Convention. She has a legal
background and previously held other positions in the Council
of Europe, mainly within the Legal Advice Department, Treaty
Office and Secretariat of the Committee of Legal Advisers on
Public International Law.
Sawsan SALIM is a women’s issues activist
from Kurdistan Iraq. She was the representative of Independent Women Organisation
in Kurdistan-Iraq, which was established
from 1993 until 2001, and she is the founder of Kurdistan Refugee Women Organisation in the UK. She is now the Director of
the Kurdish and Middle Eastern Women’s
Organisation (KMEWO in UK), she was the Director of a project (Violence against women, Women against Violence), which
was a partnership project with Middle East Center for Women
studies. She was the coordinator of a campaign for defending Women’s right in Kurdistan Iraq from 1998–2001. She has
published her own book entitled, (Women in Kurdistan, past,
present and future) in the UK from 2002.
Georgiana ZAHARIA was born in Romania
on November 21, 1986 and is currently living
in Malta with her daughter. She studied arts
in Bucharest, a talent gained from her father,
but she also loves psychology. Ten years
living in Malta has changed her future completely. She is a very proud mother of a beautiful and talented 7-year-old daughter who
has opened her eyes to say no to domestic violence and leave
her father, which gave her the strength to keep going and fight
for others who have passed through similar situations.
Irene ZEILINGER is executive director of Garance, a Belgian not-for-profit active in the
field of primary prevention of gender-based
violence. During the last 25 years, she trained
more than 5,000 women and girls in Europe
and Latin America in feminist self-defence.
In addition to this hands-on experience, she
holds a master in sociology as well as in
woman and child abuse studies and is currently writing a PhD
on masculinities and violence.

